
                                                                                              
                                                                                   

Our goal is to eliminate the opportunity gap while creating every student to be a civic and digital citizen who is prepared 
to be college and career ready.

     President Vice President            Board Clerk             Trustee                      Trustee 
  Marie Berlanga              Jodi Massa         Josie Perez-Aguilera       Jaime Fernandez   Javier Galvan

Dear Trustees,                                                                                                                             May 20, 2016    

Soledad USD Superintendent's Weekly Report to the Board of Trustees

For up to date information, please follow me on twitter at https://twitter.com/soledadsupt

The Senior Awards Night had a 
great turnout of parents last night. 

They were on hand to help 
congratulate and celebrate our 
graduating seniors. More than 

$370,000 in scholarships 
were awarded to university 

bound seniors. 
Congratulations to all. Special 

thanks to staff, counselors, administration 
for supporting our seniors throughout throughout 

the years.

Former student 
Fabian Alberto, 
now a Medical 

Doctor, stops by at 
Soledad High 

School to share his 
experience and 

success with 
students and staff.

https://twitter.com/soledadsupt
https://twitter.com/soledadsupt
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 Educational Services

             ELA/ELD Pilot Presentations 

The Pilot teachers gave outstanding presentations on 
Thursday, May 19 at Jack Franscioni.  First, each 
group collaborated about their findings with their 
grade level teams.  Then each of  the Pilot Teacher 
Groups presented the Pros and Cons for both 
Houghton-Mifflin & then McGraw-Hill. Each group 
discussed ELD components, technology, homework, 
and literacy resources and strategies. Then, they were 
given the option of  staying and asking questions of  
the Houghton-Mifflin & the McGraw-Hill 
Representatives.  An e-mail with a link will be sent 
from Suzie Gonzalez on Friday, May 20 so that all 
teachers can vote for their favorite ELA/ELD 
program by the end of  the day.

Annette Buttle explaining the 
HM program to the K-2 group.

Grades 3-5 Collaborating Grades 6-8 discussing both 

Ms. Johnson talking about the 10th 
grade MH.

Yvonne Gray & Bridgett Scruggs 
present the Pros & Cons of  both 
programs.

6th-8th 
grade   discussing 

both programs.

Last District-Wide Elementary Grade Level Meetings 

On Thursday, May 26, we will hold our last District-Wide 
Grade Level Meetings at Jack Franscioni at 2:15. The 

main purpose of  the meetings will be to look at our Pacing 
Guide for "Go Math" for next year.  Please bring your T/

E's for math to the meeting.
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Special Projects

Denise Estrella 
Director of Special Projects 
destrella@soledad.k12.ca.us

Erin Ramirez 
Coordinator of Special Projects 

eramirez@soledad.k12.ca.us

English Learners 

Tuesday , May 17 the District held 
its last DELAC meeting.  Parents were 
presented with certificates in 
gratitude for their service, serving 
as DELAC representatives of their 
school sites.

Last  
DELAC 

Meeting
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DISTRICT 
HIGHLIGHT

Human Capital

Respect for Diversity 
SPECIAL EDUCATION

Differentiated 
Instruction

Inclusive education for students with 

disabilities can only be successful when 

those students feel that they are truly part 

of  the school community. This requires  an  

honest discussion about difference. In 

inclusive schools, the establishment of  

such a climate benefits everyone by 

fostering the value of  all students.

No two students are alike, and so 

inclusive schools place great importance 

on creating opportunities for students to 

learn and be assessed in a variety of  

ways. Teachers in inclusive schools must 

consider a wide range of  instruction. 

This enhances accommodations and 

support for all students in the classroom. 

Lorena Castro, is an Instructional Aide at 

Soledad High School. Lorena is a newer 

employee and has been with the District 

just a year and a half. However, you would 

not know this by the success she has had 

with our students, helping make them 

successful. Lorena, is pictured here at one 

of  the monthly Instructional Aide 

trainings, in which staff  increase their 

knowledge in: Instruction, Behavior, and 

Learning Disabilities. Thank you Lorena! 
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Business Department 

An Overview of the 2016-17 
Governor's May Revision

The buzz preceding the release of Governor Jerry 
Brown's May Revision mainly focused on the fact that 
revenue collections in April were well below the level 

projected in January. In fact, April revenues were 
down so much that the overall gain from prior months 

was completely wiped out, leaving the state well 
below its January projections for 2015-16 revenues. 

We have enjoyed the past three years of revenue 
increases in May that were above the January 

forecasts, but we have also warned that someday the 
Governor's 
projections 
would miss 
the other 

way - this is 
they year. 
Looking to 
the future, 

the 
Governor is 
careful to 
point out 
that the 
state's 

projections 
do not 

assume a 
recession, 

but do 
assume that 

Proposition 30 temporary taxes expire. Under these 
assumptions, the state forecasts large deficits, which 

grow even higher if a recession should develop.  
-SSC Staff Posted 5/13/2016  

The Fiscal Report
 A Report on the State of School 

Facilities 
On March 23, 2016, 
the Center for Green 
Schools at the U.S. 

Green Building 
Council (USGBC) 
released the "State 

of Our Schools: 
America's K-12 

Facilities" report, which points out that 
despite the significant investment made 
by local communities, the nation faces a 
projected annual shortfall of $46 billion 

in school funding for facilities. This 
estimate was developed by adapting 

building industry best practice 
standards to public school 

infrastructure.  
As in California, the report shows 

nationally that local school districts bear 
the burden when it comes to investing in 
school facilities. Only six states pay for 

all or nearly all of the capital 
construction costs for school facilities, 

while 12 others provide no support. The 
remaining 32 states, California included, 
provide varying level of support, and the 
federal government contributes almost 

nothing.Mirroring the discussions 
happening in California, the report found 
that, nationally, local communities have 

been addressing the conditions of 
school facilities to the best of their 

abilities.     
-Brianna Garcia   

School Services of California, Inc.Posted 3/24/2016 



!6

 

 

Human Resources

Open Positions

• Various K-6 positions at all 
elementary school sites

• English, Math, Science, Art, 
Spanish, Social Studies

• Learning Director at MSMS
• Family Student Support 

Coordinator at various 
sites

Let the University of Phoenix Pay for your Ed.D! 

The University of  Phoenix is showing their appreciation for ALL 
teachers by offering a scholarship opportunity. Only the first 100 eligible 
applications will be considered for the Educator Appreciation 
Scholarship. Apply now for the chance to receive full-tuition toward a 
Doctor of  Education degree. 

For more information and to apply, please visit phoenix.edu/
educatorscholar 

Summer School 
Positions are Open for 

SUSD Employees!  
Please pick up 

applications from your 
school site!

The person not determined to cultivate the habit of thinking misses the greatest pleasure in life. 
       (Thomas Edison paraphrased 

“Extracting meaning from whatever I read is the essence of  learning,” articulated Fabián Alberto, a former student 
addressing AP students in 2010. (In an upcoming article, I will share the inspiring story of  Fabián Alberto.) 

Preparing for this article, my thoughts centered in two courts: this astute quote and the Oakland Warriors, the 2015 NBA 
Champions currently #1 in the NBA, who amazes the NBA world, even opponents, who is vying for 2016 title.  

Discussing the Warriors’ success, sports pundits concur the Warriors believe in themselves, work as a team. Yes, Curry, 
Clay, and Green lead the team, but also they commit to making their teammates better. The bench when called assumes 
starter persona. The team portrays their motto: Strength in Numbers. One or two big-named players do not carry the 
team, as with such-and-such teams. Kerr coaches expertly, watching their performance and providing feedback, guiding 
them individually and corporately to analyze and self-assess their performances, to reflect on and articulate their 
improvement, to practice and hone their game.  

In the classroom where student-achievement occurs and students do amazing things, having provided opportunities for 
students to learn, practice, reflect, like Coach Kerr, the teacher releases the students to work. Like the Warriors who 
communicate and collaborate with one another, who critical-think plays and problem-solve through difficulties, who 
create plays by beyond-normal ball-handling, and who demonstrate positive team citizenship, successful students exercise 
the 5 Cs and find their strength working together. Knowing that all the team can succeed, Kerr, not allowing one or two 
players to dominate the game, engages all players to perform, knowing that he has prepared them all. Such portrays the 
teacher who has prepared all students and engages all in any task. With  

vigilant and monitoring eyes, nevertheless, the teacher, like Kerr, calls time when realizing the students need to regroup 
and not just hear the content the same as first delivered but to receive information according to the need in the moment.   

Go Warriors! Go SUSD teachers! Go SUSD students! Let’s win our Championships!  
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Technology

Attention Teachers

We are planning our 2016 SUSD EdTech Camp Day for August, and need teachers 
from secondary and elementary to lead sessions on iPads in the classroom, to guide 
our staff on examples of how you use the iPads in the classrooms, be it certain Apps 

you use for the students, etc.  Please email Annette Trujillo if you are interested.

Apple's Visit
On Tuesday, representatives from Apple came to talk with the Tech department about 
our PD plans for next year.  They offered themselves as a resource and we are planning 

on having them here to present sessions during our EdTech camp.  After our 
discussion, we proceeded to visit those teacher's who had interest in becoming Apple 
Certified Educators.  The Apple Rep's were very impressed and excited to work with 

our teachers.
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MAINTENANCE, OPERATIONS, TRANSPORTATION, 

FACILITIES & BOND

Main Street Middle 
School Construction

Gabilan School 
playground 
swings were 

recently 
replaced. All 
new hardware 
which includes 
chains, seats, 
and brackets. 
The next site 
that will be 

replacing their 
swings is Frank 

Ledesma.  

TRANSPORTATION NEWS

Drowsy driving is a form of  impaired driving 
that negatively affects a person's ability to drive 
safely. Most people associate impaired driving 

with alcohol or drugs, but in this situation, 
sleepiness is the primary cause, and something 
that is also caused by warm to hot temperatures 
such as the kind we have been having. Drowsy 
driving is not just falling asleep at the wheel. 

Driver alertness, attention, reaction time, 
judgment and decision making are all 

compromised leading to a greater chance of  
crashing. Be safe, alert, and aware.  

The last of  the utility trenches have 
been dug and are prepared to receive 
electrical and water lines. Within the 

next two weeks all utilities 
surrounding the building pads will be 

complete and covered. We are 
projecting to finish increment 1 

construction activities on June 10, 
2016. 
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Community http://sp.soledadusd.org/

GHGH is an initiative of  the Women's Fund of  Monterey County, a field of  
interest fund of  the Community Foundation for Monterey. Girls from across 
the county conduct girl-led action research projects. Research findings are 
shared with public policy makers about health resources, leadership trainings 
& opportunities for creating positive community change for girls 11-18 years. 
Out of  the nine GHGH members, six are from Soledad High! These girls 
meet every other Saturday in Salinas all year round.  

Youth Achievement Dinner & Award 
Ceremony 

http://sp.soledadusd.org/
http://sp.soledadusd.org/

