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Dear Parents & Students 

The Soledad Unified School District has finalized its grading policy for students in all grade levels for  the period of 
school closure.  

On April 1, 2020, it was announced the school closure due to the Corona Virus which began on March 16 would 
extend for the remainder of the 2019-20 school year.  The 2nd Trimester for elementary students ended on March 
6. The 3rd quarter for secondary students ended on March 13.  The district began its distance learning program 
on March 30 with provision of learning packets for elementary and middle school students and either learning 
packets or online learning for high school students.  Beginning May 4, all students will be offered distance learning 
through online platforms and/or learning packets through the end of the year. 

Where We Stand 

This grading policy was developed with equity in mind. It seeks to hold students harmless from the impact of 
school closure due to the COVID-19 pandemic.  It recognizes that there exists differences in student access to 
online learning and available time for completion of work assigned through distance learning. It aims to incentivize 
student learning during the 4th quarter/spring semester when our school buildings are closed. The development of 
the grading policy included teachers, counseling staff, and principals, as well as district office staff.  The elements 
of this plan were reviewed by the Board Of Trustees. 

Secondary Students 

A letter grade with a credit/no-credit option system will be implemented. Credit can be earned for academic 
performance that would traditionally earn a "D" grade. The Letter Grade with Credit/No-Credit option would work 
as follows: 

For middle and high school students, those who would have earned a grade for 3rd quarter:  

● A student’s 3rd Quarter grades of A, B, or C will not decrease, but may increase based on teacher 
evaluation of 4th Quarter student work 

● A student’s 3rd Quarter grade of D would earn a mark of Credit (CR) as a baseline and may raise grade 
to a C or higher based on teacher evaluation of 4th Quarter student work 

● A student’s 3rd Quarter grade of F would earn the a mark of No Credit (NC); the student may raise the 
mark to Credit (CR), or a grade of C or higher, based on teacher evaluation of the student’s 4th Quarter 
work 

For high school students, the UC/CSU system is allowing for credit/no-credit grades for A-G courses and will not 
let credit/no-credit marks affect UC/CSU calculations of GPA. A credit mark indicates that the student has met the 
minimum threshold for meeting course content standards.  A no-credit mark means that a student has not met 
course content standards. The determination between a letter grade or credit/no-credit option would be made 
during the week of May 25-29, 2020. 

In light of current circumstances, points will not be deducted for assignments turned in late, up until May 29, 2020. 
Academic weighted GPAs would be utilized for senior awards and recognitions.  Spring semester 2020 marks will 
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not be included in the overall internal transcript calculations for internal awards and recognitions. 

Career Technical Education - Certificates 

Students in most high school CTE courses should be able to complete course work and receive a certificate 
working online. Support for students without the internet will need to be provided. Students in select CTE courses, 
such as the dental program who need clinical hours to complete their course may need to complete the course in 
an alternative or delayed manner. 

Meeting Graduation Requirements 

It is expected that students will complete state graduation requirements  with needed flexibility associated with the 1

nature of assignments and mode of grading during this period of school closure, per CDE guidance. In the interest 
of safety and social distancing, the 40-hour Community Service requirement will be waived for the Class of 2020.   

Our district will communicate guidance from our higher education institutions, which has thus far reflected 
flexibility and not penalizing Seniors who are unable to retake the SAT/ACT. GPA is only one measure of a 
student’s success. Our district is able to provide a grading/credit option which will support student post-secondary 
options and not adversely impact students who are unable to fully participate in distance/online learning. The 
option provided herein will allow Academic GPA to be applied toward scholarships and college admissions, and 
for students taking our AP and Honors-level courses to have the ability to receive a weighted bump. Most 
importantly, this grading policy will provide additional incentive for our students to remain engaged.  

Our district will continue to work with those who need additional support with interventions. We will continue to 
take into consideration the needs, efforts, and dedication of all of our college-aspiring students who will be 
applying to institutions in years to come, including our most vulnerable and at-promise student groups.  

We ask that you continue to encourage your students to participate in their learning.  We thank you for your 
support of your students and continuing involvement in our school district. 

Sincerely, 

Randy Bangs 
Randy Bangs, 

Associate Superintendent of Educational Services 
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