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Question Answer 

Why did the meeting have to be on Facebook and 
not on Zoom 

The district’s zoom has limited capacity.  The 
intent was to make the town hall accessible to as 
many parents who wanted to view it. 

I am a parent at Gabilan Elementary:  What are 
the plans with hand washing stations accessibility 
to each classroom for the teachers and students? 

Handwashing stations will be placed in multiple 
locations on campus. 

Why should we send our kids to school?  End of 
the school year is 2 months away 
Why risk their health?  The school district should 
take this time to better prepare themselves for any 
scenarios. 

Parents will have a choice as to whether to send 
their students to hybrid/in-person learning or have 
them remain in distance learning. 

Is this for K-12? The specific grade levels and timeline for specific 
grade level students to attend hybrid/in-person 
learning have not been determined. When dates 
are set, they will be announced. 

What if we see an increase in COVID infections 
during the time school is reopened, would we 
have schools shutdown again?  Local hospitals 
have seen an increase in COVID related 
admissions. 

The district will follow health department guidance 
with regard to restriction levels due to any 
increase in COVID metrics. 

How long are you going to accommodate the 
families that don’t want to send their kids back to 
school? 

Senate Bill 98, which authorized distance learning 
in public schools this year is set to expire at the 
end of this school year. Unless there is new 
legislation, it is anticipated that all students would 
return to in-person learning in the 2021-22 school 
year. 

 
Many people get COVID without symptoms. How 
would faculty members know who has COVID and 
how will our children be safe? 
 

 
The district is planning a screening protocol for 
employees. Employees with COVID-like 
symptoms may be referred to the district’s COVID 
testing program.  Employees who test positive for 
COVID will be told to stay home for the required 
quarantine period. Contract tracing will be 
conducted; parents of students as well as other 
employees who may have been exposed will be 
so advised. 
 

When are the schools opening? The date for the start of hybrid/in-person learning 
has not been determined.  Once the date is set, it 
will be announced.  



If we want our kids to go back to school safety in 
August we should send them now to allow the 
district to evaluate the situation clearly 

Parents will be able to state their preference on 
having students participate in hybrid/in-person 
learning.  The district will evaluate the in-person 
learning and make adjustments as needed for 
both the remainder of this year as well as the next 
school year. 

All the information you mentioned has already 
been given by the state and CDC 
recommendation. The important question is what 
has the district done this past year to prepare for 
openings. 

In February, the district convened several work 
groups including instruction, operations, health 
and safety, student support and family 
engagement. The work done by these groups will 
be contained in the School Reopening Framework 
which will be presented to the Trustees at the April 
14 Board meeting. 

Will mandatory vaccines be pushed for teachers 
and students? Or will it remain optional? 

Vaccines are not mandatory for employees or 
students. 

Is there a way we can have a link to provide to 
parents and students who do not have a FB 
account? 

The Facebook link should have worked for 
parents and students with or without a Facebook 
account. Here is a support article here showing 
how this works. 
https://www.facebook.com/business/help/6266372
51511853 
 
Direct links to the live session were posted on  the 
district website, We will be sure to post these links 
prior to starting the meeting next time.  

I heard recess will not be allowed?  Why? When 
public playgrounds are open? 

As of now, plans to open playgrounds are on hold 
until we can ensure that they can be properly 
sanitized between each use.  Breaks for students 
will be provided on a staggered basis. 

How many kids per class? The number of students per class will vary 
depending on the total number of students in each 
class as well as the size of the classrooms and the 
number of students whose parents state the 
preference to have their students participate in 
hybrid/in-person learning.   

I’ve seen video and pictures of other local schools 
that have had a small amount of kids in school for 
a few months and they aren’t enforcing any kind of 
rules.  How can we be sure that the teachers and 
staff are actually going to enforce these new 
rules? 

Employees will be provided training on educating 
students on COVID safety and enforcement of 
rules. Principals will support teachers in 
monitoring adherence to rules and working with 
students who do not follow the rules. 

Has the district looked into what can be expected 
upon initial re-opening of the schools at any 
grade, from other counties, out of state schools 
and even private schools? 

The district has reviewed other district’s reopening 
plans, including instructional schedules and other 
resources. 

Have most/all teachers been vaccinated? The district does not have data for every single 
employee.  The district, working with the Soledad 

https://www.facebook.com/business/help/626637251511853
https://www.facebook.com/business/help/626637251511853


Medical Clinic has offered employee clinics for 
single dose as well as first and second dose 
COVID vaccinations.  Over 400 employees have 
participated in these clinics. The second dose for 
employees will be completed by April 12.  Other 
employees are obtaining COVID vaccinations at 
other locations around the county. 

We need to know the real plan.  Not examples.  
Because we need to know the real plan to reopen 
schools. 

The updated school reopening framework will be 
presented to the School Board at the April 14 
meeting.  The district is working with employee 
organizations to finalize agreements on reopening 
plans and schedules. 

Will outdoor air supply rates (ventilation) be 
increased in school buildings, including 
classrooms, and how will the school verify that 
ventilation is adequate? 

The district is installing Merv 13 filters in HVAC 
systems. The Merv 13 filters meet standards for 
air ventilation to eliminate COVID and other 
viruses from circulation.  Air purifiers are being 
installed in HVAC systems to provide additional 
protection. 

Please, give us the option to send our kids back 
even if it’s hybrid.  Distance Learning is not the 
same when it comes to keeping their attention and 
understanding the content. 

The district is working to provide an opportunity for 
hybrid/in-person learning to as many students as 
possible. 

What would happen if a child had a cough or 
runny nose?  Or a temp? 

Any student observed with a runny nose, cough or 
temperature would be evaluated and have the 
parent contacted if it is determined that the 
student should be sent home.  

There are so many adults that are COVID deniers 
and don’t think it’s important to follow these 
protocols.  How do we know the new protocols will 
be enforced by teachers and staff? 

Prior to start-up of hybrid/in-person learning, 
employees will be provided training on COVID 
safety protocols.  Teachers will also be trained on 
educating students on COVID safety and 
precautions.  Principals will support and monitor 
staff and students to ensure compliance with 
COVID safety measures. 

Is the district aware that the glass dividers might 
reduce the visibility of the students as we’ve seen 
from schools that have already opened in other 
parts of the county.  Does the district have plans 
to avoid these issues? 

The Plexiglas dividers will be regularly cleaned 
with the appropriate cleaning solution to ensure 
that they are clear for each day’s instruction. 

Break and lunch.  How will it be handled?  Pulling 
down face masks to eat. Playing together on 
break? 

Students participating in hybrid/in-person 
instruction will pick up a bag with same-day lunch 
and supper as well as next day breakfast to take 
home to eat. The district will ensure a social 
distancing protocol for any snack or other food 
item to be consumed on campus. 

If schools reopen, when is this planned to 
happen? 

The date for the start of hybrid/in-person learning 
has not been determined.  Once the date is set, it 
will be announced.  



If a child has a cold, will they be able to come to 
school?  If the child becomes sick at school, how 
will that be handled? 

Parents will be told to keep their student(s) at 
home if the student has symptoms of any illness 
including a cold or a fever. If a student exhibits 
any such symptoms at school the student will be 
placed in a safe waiting area until the student can 
be picked up by the parent and brought home. 

What guidance for contact tracing, testing and 
quarantine/isolation is in place in the event that 
my child’s teacher or another student in the class 
contracts COVID-19? 

The human resources office has implemented a 
contact tracking system which follows health 
department guidance.  This includes reporting 
new cases of COVID to the Monterey County 
Health Department, determining who the positive 
COVID employee or student has been in contact 
with and notifying those who were exposed to the 
positive COVID employee for 15 minutes or more 
(per guidance).  

Will the school year go into summer  Or will the 
kids still have summer break? 

The district is planning for a summer school 
program which would begin after the regular 
school year ends.  This program would run 
through the first week of July.  The district is also 
considering an additional summer session for up 
to three weeks prior to the start of the 2021-22 
school year. Parents will be sent notification of 
both programs. 

I would like to know the science behind this 
program because if you”follow the science” 
experts say that it is safe for kids to go back to 
school and they are the least vulnerable? 

There are various views on the return of students 
to school. The district is working to allow for parent 
preference through the school reopening survey 
that went out after the town hall. 

Will there be a separate town hall to address 
these questions? 

When the start-up of hybrid/in-person learning is 
finalized, the district will offer another town hall to 
go over the plan. 

Will there still be distance learning or hybrid 
learning for the 2021-22 school year? 

Senate Bill 98, which authorized distance learning 
in public schools this year is set to expire at the 
end of this school year. Unless there is new 
legislation, it is anticipated that all students would 
return to in-person learning in the 2021-22 school 
year. 

Will kids be provided face masks or will the 
parents supply them? 

The district will provide face masks to all students 
who need them. Parents may also provide their 
own student(s) with face masks if they so choose. 

How are you addressing staff who don’t “believe” 
in COVID?  Masks, social distancing, sanitizing, 
etc.? 

The district’s school reopening framework will 
include rules which will apply to staff and students 
which will include wearing of face masks, frequent 
hand-washing/sanitizing and maintaining social 
distancing. These measures will not be 
considered optional. 

Will staff be mandated to test weekly? Under the red and orange tiers, there is no 
requirement that employees be tested.  The 



district has a COVID testing program which is 
available to employees without charge, twice 
weekly. 

Will it be reinforced by supervision for young 
children to wash hands? 

Yes. Students will be given grade-appropriate 
training in maintaining COVID safety. 

If a student happens to test positive for COVID, 
will we be notified by a letter stating our child has 
come in contact with a person who has COVID? 

The human resources office has implemented a 
contact tracking system which follows health 
department guidance.  This includes reporting 
new cases of COVID to the Monterey County 
Health Department, determining who the positive 
COVID employee or student has been in contact 
with and notifying those who were exposed to the 
positive COVID employee for 15 minutes or more 
(per guidance).  

Will there be bathroom monitors sanitizing and 
reminding students to wash hands? 

Restrooms will have signage reminding students 
to wash their hands. For privacy purposes, 
student restrooms will not have monitors. 

Will the district allow for me to keep my child 
home?  Or would we have to find a school that 
offers homeschooling? 

For the remainder of this school year, parents 
have the option of keeping their students in 
distance learning. 

How will masks be enforced for kids with cubicles? All students will be required to wear face masks at 
all times, except in cases when a student with 
special needs may not be able to do so. 

Will portable air cleaners with HEPA filters be 
used in classrooms and other relevant spaces in 
the school? 

The district is installing Merv 13 filters in HVAC 
systems. The Merv 13 filters meet standards for 
air ventilation to eliminate COVID and other 
viruses from circulation.  Air purifiers are being 
installed in HVAC systems to provide additional 
protection. Wall mounted air purifiers will be 
installed in offices without windows and 
classrooms which have windows which do not 
open. 

What will be the protocol that will go into play 
when someone tests positive?  It’s going to 
happen?  Will the school close down? 

Individual school closure, in which all students and 
staff are not on campus, is recommended based 
on the number of cases and stable groups 
impacted, which suggest that active in-school 
transmission is occurring. Closure would be 
considered in consultation with the health 
department. 

What about some options for students with 
underlying health conditions? 

For the remainder of this school year, parents 
have the option of keeping their students in 
distance learning.  

If my student’s teacher is not able to return to in 
person teaching, will another teacher take over 
class or will in-person teaching not be made 
available for my student’s grade? 

This will be determined through the update to the 
school reopening framework. Ideally, students 
would remain with their current teachers whether 
participating in hybrid/in-person learning or 



distance learning. 

If I decide mid-semester that I don’t feel safe 
keeping my child in person learning, will I be able 
to change it? 

Yes, parents who state a preference for hybrid/in-
person learning may subsequently change their 
preference to distance-only learning. 

I know of so many parents that force their kids to 
go to school sick because they need to work and 
don’t have babysitters or can’t stay home.  If the 
kids are coughing, sneezing, rubbing their eyes, 
etc, without a fever, what’s going to happen? 

Parents will be told to keep their student(s) at 
home if the student has symptoms of any illness 
including a cold or a fever. If a student exhibits 
any such symptoms at school the student will be 
placed in a safe waiting area until the student can 
be picked up by the parent and brought home. 

There are many students that have fallen behind 
this school year and the end of last.  What 
opportunities for those students who wish to 
improve those grades will there be available? 

Students in the secondary level (middle and high 
school) are currently being offered opportunities to 
improve their grades. At Soledad High School, 
students may enroll in the School Anytime 
program, which allows for students to make up 
credits or improve their grades.  At Main Street 
Middle School, students may enroll in tutoring 
programs to get help with their current classes to 
improve their grades. 

Did they say anything about the After School 
Program?  Especially if kids return only2 days a 
week?  With no childcare for the rest of the week?   

The status of the after school program has not 
been decided.  If the program operates in-person, 
students who are on campus for that days in-
person instruction, would remain on campus for 
the after school program after the morning instruc 

Can you clarify the air purifier system? Air purifiers are being installed in HVAC (heating 
and air conditioning) systems. The purifiers 
neutralize viruses and other contaminants. 

How do we sign up for those programs? Parents may state their preferences for  hybrid/in-
person learning or distance learning as well as if 
there is interest in their student(s) participating in 
the after school program. 

Could you possibly do a meeting for parents who 
want to continue doing distance learning from 
home?  Possibly do separate meetings for parents 
who want to send their kids back and parents who 
don’t. 

The district will consider holding meetings based 
upon which learning model parents prefer. 

When will we approximately have an answer to 
the children returning back to school? 

A date will be announced once planning is 
completed and agreements with employee 
organizations are reached. There will be lead time 
so parents can plan accordingly. 

Is the camera mandatory to be on at all times? We recommend that students have their device 
camera on during the first 5-10 minutes of class as 
well as at any time the student is interacting with 
the teachers.  There is not a mandatory 
requirement to have the device camera on at all 
times. 



What date should the parent survey be 
completed? 

We are asking parents to complete the survey as 
soon as possible, no later than Friday April 9. 

How are the kids going to continue to do distance 
learning if their teachers will be going back to 
school?  Do they get new teachers? 

The reopening framework states that students will 
remain with their currently assigned teacher(s) 
whether they participate in hybrid/in-person 
learning or distance learning. 

Does the District plan on receiving part of the 2 
billion given by the state and if so, what will be 
done with those funds: 

The district will utilize the incentive funds to 
support the implementation of a hybrid/in-person 
learning program. This would include safety 
supplies, COVID testing, training of employees 
extra staffing costs and other expenses related to 
operating a hybrid/in-person program. 

Why did the meeting have to be on Facebook?  
Many of us don’t have an account.  Why couldn’t it 
be on Zoom?  Any ways.so how can we ask 
questions if we don’t even know what is being 
said.  I don’t agree with the school reopening.  
Kids will be wasting more time and washing the 
hands and sanitizing their area than what they are 
going to be instructed and learning.  How will this 
happen how many days per week will there be 
going to school or how many hours will they be 
going? Will there be school buses provided for 
those who live out of town?  For example those of 
us who live out here in Camphora.  Will they be 
able to play in the playground?  Will they be able 
to be around other kids or just with the ones in her 
classroom? 

The district’s zoom has limited capacity.  The 
intent was to make the town hall accessible to as 
many parents who wanted to view it.  The 
Facebook link should have worked for parents and 
students with or without a Facebook account. We 
will check on this for future town halls.  
 
Parents may opt to keep their students in distance 
learning if they have concerns about hybrid/in-
person learning.  The schedules for hybrid/in-
person learning are being finalized.  A possible 
scenario would be students attending in-person 
learning twice a week for approximately four 
hours. 
 
The parent survey includes a question asking 
parents of students who qualify for transportation 
if they will need it. 
 
Under the draft school reopening framework, 
playgrounds will not reopen immediately.  Any 
student breaks will be staggered and maintain 
social distancing guidelines. 

Soledad school district is way behind other 
districts in which they are open for about two 
weeks. Unable to read the slides of your 
presentation.  When are you reopening for 
elementary schools? 

Timing of school reopening does vary by district. 
We are working to ensure that we have a 
reopening plan which is safe for students as well 
as employees.  The date for the start of hybrid/in-
person learning has not been determined.  Once 
the date is set, it will be announced.  

For how long will you be accommodating families 
if we feel that is not safe to go back?  If my kids 
have good grades, can I keep them home and for 
how long? 

Under SB 98, districts are allowed to offer 
distance learning through the end of the 2020-21 
school year. 

Has the district looked into what can be expected 
upon initial re-opening of the schools at any 
grade, from other counties, out of state schools 
and even private schools? 

The district has reviewed other district’s reopening 
plans, including instructional schedules and other 
resources. 



Wouldn’t it be hard emotionally for younger 
children to be maintained away from each other 
while wearing a mask?  I think it would create 
more harm. 

Wearing of face masks is a requirement of 
employees and students when on campus at 
school.  If a child has difficulty with the wearing of 
face masks or seeing other students wearing face 
masks, the student will be provided emotional 
support as needed. 

If my internet is not working can you help me with 
Internet service? 

Yes. Parents who need tech support should 
contact their student’s school office. A staff 
member will create a tech ticket to address the 
issue. Hotspots are available through this process 
as well. 

Survey should have already been sent.  I didn’t 
see it on the district webpage 

The survey is posted on the district website. Click  
Here  

Do you have any interventions in place when kids 
come back for students who are low 
academically? 

Teachers at the secondary level offer two support 
periods per day in the afternoon. One per week of 
each of four classes.  All teachers offer office 
hours daily, Tuesday-Friday, 2:25-3:25 pm. 

Instead of temperature checks for all students, I 
suggest having parents send an email or text to 
the school confirming child is free of any 
symptoms. 

The district is looking at more efficient ways to 
conduct health screening, including offering self-
questionnaires at home 

Will the restroom doors be left open to avoid 
touching the door handles? 

Restroom doors will be held open to reduce 
common touching of the door and handles. 

Have you offered training to all staff?  Is the staff 
ready? 

The district will conduct professional development 
for employees prior to the reopening of school 

Do you have any plans for our seniors 
graduation?” 

The state issued new guidance for public events 
and venues. The district is looking at the guidance 
for the current red tier.  Plans for graduation will 
be announced 

Will the students be vaccinated/ and would that be 
mandatory? 

There is no requirement for student vaccinations. 

As for recess, will they have to wear a mask and 
will it be by grade or all students? 

Student breaks or recess will be staggered to limit 
the number of students outside at any one time. 
Student will be required to wear masks at all times 
while on campus except when eating a snack or 
drinking water. 

 

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSdxi5QmPQcxmZ_hN7vA-L_uQjySS_Q2nLZkfWBkvhbh9cfsgw/viewform?fbclid=IwAR3Oz4lS9BCbQZtEUeiCR2RYGBqMF5NdZQsW6bIjfrqwzmMO-NYRjyXaYHg

